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Robert W. Hastings
141 N. Northington Street

Prattville, AL 36067
March 17, 2008
Commissioner Barnett Lawley

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

64 N. Union Street, Suite 468

Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Mr. Lawley:
I recently visited Perry Lakes Park near Marion and was amazed to learn from an article in the Tuscaloosa News (1/22/08) that the state has considered logging portions of this area. This is a great natural area that many of us have enjoyed exploring for many years. Any logging at the site would destroy its natural beauty and its value as wildlife habitat.

I noted several mistakes in the Tuscaloosa News article quoting ADCNR personnel and supposed Forestry experts:

 

Loblolly Pines don't "only live about 80 years", but rather over 200 years. The trees should have many years of life remaining. 
 

The statement that they "aren't native to the property and were planted for erosion control on the former cotton farm" is probably false. The forest looks like a natural mixed hardwood-pine bottom-land forest, where loblollies do naturally grow. In any case turning the mature forest at the site into an open clear-cut would certainly not benefit anyone, except for some few who might make a few dollars off the value of cut timber. The value of a mature forest has much greater value as wildlife habitat and a recreational site for hikers and bird-watchers.
 

"An indication that sooner or later all will die" is obviously true, but doesn't that happen to all of us. I would prefer to give most of those trees another hundred years or so. 
 

I suspect that much of the tree mortality in the forest is associated with the drought, and not with the age of the trees. Trees have been dying all over the state during the past few years. This situation should justify preserving remaining healthy stands, rather than cutting them. Even so, standing dead trees have significant wildlife benefit, and should be left standing. Fallen dead trees continue supporting wildlife by providing food and shelter for other wildlife species.

 

The idea that a state wildlife agency would consider a "clear cut" in such a natural, wildlife area is unbelievable. That wildlife habitat is not "renewable" in my lifetime.

 

On behalf of the thousands of Sierra Club members in the state, as well as other conservation and wildlife groups, I ask that you please do what you can to stop this ill-advised destruction of Perry Lakes Park. And please keep us informed of any new developments.

I also recently visited the Barbour County Wildlife Management Area and saw that clear-cutting had been done there. Clear evidence of soil erosion could be seen in these areas, with negative impacts on adjacent streams, as well as the land. Again I ask that you stop this practice. Your agency is a “conservation” and “natural resources” agency, mandated to provide and protect habitat for wildlife and fish. Selling timber while destroying wildlife habitat should not be part of ADCNR’s mission. I recognize the need for occasional thinning and/or selective cutting of timber in forest habitats, but this need certainly does not justify clear-cutting. Your agency should be discouraging clear-cuts throughout the state, rather than promoting it.
Thank you for your careful consideration of these concerns.







Sincerely,








Robert W. Hastings







Conservation Chair








Sierra Club, Alabama Chapter
